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Old Geelong Football Club     Reserves’ Finals Wrap  2013                      Part 1 
 

 
On Saturday 14 September Old Geelong took out the Division 1 Reserves Premiership for 2013 in a 
fairly emphatic manner, to go back-to-back after winning that of 2012. 
 
It takes the number of Reserves Premierships won by the Club in the past 11 seasons to four – a 

pretty reasonable record 
(unless you take into 
account the fact that in the 
same period they have 
appeared in, and lost, 
another five Grand Finals.   
 
However, it is great that 
the ledger is becoming 
much more balanced, and 
the effort of Chris 
Rubick and his men in 
coming from third place 
and winning three 
consecutive finals 
matches was terrific.)  
 
 

                    Captain Matt Morris and Coach Chris Rubick 
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After drawing a game at Como late in the season against Ormond (who finished the season top), and 
then losing a tight one against Hampton Rovers (who finished second), Old Geelong had completed 
the 18 home-and-away games in third position. With 13 wins, four losses and one draw.     
 
This did not necessarily worry, as a Second Semi spot in Reserves football is not that much of an 
advantage, and OGS seemed to be a reasonable chance to win the three games needed to take the 
flag. They had lost one to Ormond earlier in the season, by a point, and had been beaten twice by 
Hampton Rovers, but only on the last kick of the day at Como.  

 
However, for starters we had to get past 
the First Semi and here OGS fronted up 
against Bulleen-Templestowe, who had 
beaten us away quite comfortably a few 
weeks previously: we had been out-bodied, 
and had also provided our customary gift 
to the opposition in the form of our kicking 
for goal.   
 
And this semi-final game certainly proved 
to be the closest of the lot, as our effort in 
the last ten minutes turned out to be 
perhaps the most crucial of the whole 
campaign.  
 

For by the time we went into time-on in the last term against Bulleen-Temp, trailing by some three 
goals, unbelievably we had not kicked even the one goal for the day with the advantage of a 
howling gale to the southern end.  
 
Inaccuracy, and a dislike of playing in the wind, had cost us dearly. And then something clicked 
(and it was more than just my knee – Ed.) and suddenly it was all happening, with five goals booted 
in the last nine minutes to secure a place in the 
Preliminary Final six days later, by a margin of 
two goals. 
 
The Preliminary Final - same ground and this 
time barely a breath of wind - saw us facing up 
to Hampton Rovers (after a six day break - 
theirs was seven) who, as mentioned, had twice 
beaten us during the home-and-away season. 
By a lot at Hampton, by a little at Como.   
 
OGS started well, led by two goals at quarter 
time and seemed to have the measure of the 
Rovers for most of the game – though yet again 
our accuracy, well inaccuracy, saw us leave the 
door ajar for the opposition. But after an early 
Hampton goal in the last term it was all OGS as 
we then booted the next four to finish much the 
stronger.                                                                    John Bailey probably didn’t take this mark, but at least he 
                   didn’t completely obscure OGS’ lead on the scoreboard.                                    
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And again in the Grand Final, 
after Ormond kicked the first 
two goals of the match, we 
often seemed to have the 
opposition’s measure for much 
of the game, except on the 
scoreboard. Nine more scoring 
shots by half time, ten more by 
three-quarter time, but still 
Ormond were there with a 
chance as we led by only 15 
points at the last break. Indeed 
at one stage early in the third 
term they had reduced their 
half-time deficit from four 
goals to just one, and OGS 
seemed to be on a knife-edge. However the last quarter was all the blue-and-white hoops as we 
added 4-7 to just 4 behinds and went on to record a very solid win. 

 
Match Reports 
These have been prepared with the assistance of 
information supplied by Lachlan Quirk (No.16), 
whose name appeared in the Best Six for all three 
of our finals games, but perhaps over-modestly in 
none of his three reports. 
 
GAME 1 – FIRST SEMI-FINAL 
Old Geelong v Bulleen Templestowe 
 
With no less than 41 players seriously eligible for 
selection, and another ten theoretically eligible, the 
numbers on the track were great at training, and 
there were always going to be many disappointed. 
Under the leadership of Matt “Mo” Morris the 
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side which took the field was quite different to that of the previous few weeks (a number had played 
the last few games in the Firsts), and it seemed to show. Our cohesion was poor, our fumbling an 
art-form.  A wasted-with-the-wind second quarter in particular left us ten points down at the long 
break, but from there we sort-of lifted. Two goals against the gale in the third whilst the opposition 
were kept to three with it gave us some hope, but then, still, we struggled in the next to kick goals as 
sands of time were rapidly running out. Before a dramatic final few minutes and a welter of Old 
Geelong goals saw us snatch victory from the jaws of defeat. 

 
(We had actually been going to ask 
Sebastian Hughes to provide some 
meaningful input on the first quarter, 
but it turns out he would have been 
able to contribute very little.) 
 
“Q1 – A surprisingly good start by 
Bulleen saw them shoot out to an 
early lead. The strong wind (about 
Force 8 on the Beaufort Scale) 
helped them kick four goals to two in 
the first quarter, giving the favoured 
OGS a bit of a scare. That said, 
anything against the wind was a 
pretty good achievement, and we 
would next be kicking with a six-goal 
gale. 
 
“Q2 – A quarter-time spray from The 

Cube did little to spur the OGS on in the second quarter. With both sides goal-less, the term was a 
scrappy affair, and OGS managed just five behinds for the term, with Bulleen going into the long 
break with a 10 point lead. 
 
“Q3 – The OGS came out strongly, kicking an early 
goal, and keen to start a resurgence; however our hopes 
were soon diminished as Bulleen continued their 
domination by kicking three quick goals. A late goal 
from the OGS saw us going into the final break 19 
points down, and needing to double our score in the 
final term to give ourselves a chance at victory.   
 
“Q4 – An extremely scrappy start to the final term 
didn’t make our job any easier. Again we could only 
manage a string of minor scores with the aid of the 
strong wind, and after the first 15 minutes the OGS 
boys were on the verge of planning their “Mad-
Monday” celebrations – or should that read 
commiserations? Realising they couldn’t think of a 
good excuse to call in sick for work the next day, we 
knew that it was time to hit our straps. 
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“Ando deFegely and Matt Morris started to 
lift in the midfield as the OGS suddenly got 
on top, and the game changed dramatically, 
totally. The final 10 minutes of the match saw 
the OGS pile on five unanswered goals and in 
true champion style fight our way into a 
Preliminary Final. The sense of relief was 
enormous, as was the knowledge that if we 
were to play the same way next week as we 
had for much of the First Semi, that would be 
the end of the road.” “ 
 
Highlight:  
 
“The comeback: after being down by three 
goals in the first semi against Bulleen Temp 
in the final quarter. With the OGS stringing 
three goals in a row, skipper Matt Morris 
marking and playing on to kick a goal and get 
the OGS up in front. Crowd went berserk and 
the OGS kicking a few more to seal the 
game.” 
 
Old Geelong 
Goals: Angus Perry 2, A. deFegely 2, R. Herd 2, 
A. Leahy, T. Hope-Johnstone, L. Quirk, J. Bailey, 
M. Morris 
Best: J. Bailey, R. Herd, A. Leahy, M. Walkom, 
L. Quirk, A. deFegely  
       
                 Quality rather than quantity for this part of the crowd 
 
Old Geelong 2.1-13 2.6-18 4.7-31 9.13-67 
Bulleen Templestowe 4.2-26 4.4-28 7.8-50 7.9-51 
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GAME 2 – PRELIMINARY FINAL   OGS v HAMPTON ROVERS 
 
Our opponents had made the running for much of the season, but had performed poorly against 
Ormond in the Second Semi the previous Saturday. 
 
Q1 – conditions fine, sunny and still. Force 0 on the Beaufort Scale. 

 
“A tough lesson learnt in the Qualifying 
Final meant that the OGS players knew 
that we needed to get off to a good start if 
we were to take down the best team in the 
comp. A strong message was circulating 
that Hampton would not be as forgiving as 
Bulleen if we didn’t put them away in the 
first quarter, and put them away we did. 
 
“The OGS kicked three goals to one in the 
first term and never looked back. Gus 
Macdonald dominated the ruck contests 
giving our midfielders first use of the 
footy, as the “best backline going around” 
(as quoted by back-man Jimmy Wright) 
held strong against the talented Hampton 
forwards. 
 
“Q2 – Another strong quarter gave the 
OGS a 26 point lead going into half time. 
The second term was dominated by our 

midfielders. Using the big ground to our advantage, the run and carry was too much for the Rovers. 
And using “The Gauntlet” to run through the middle of the ground gave the OGS forwards the 
chance to be on the end of some fantastic delivery and convert truly.  
 
“Q3 – In total contrast, an inexplicably messy quarter, with only one major scored and OGS 

amassing a disturbing zero, 0, nil, 
zilch goals and seven behinds. This 
gave Hampton some hope going into 
the final change and our generosity to 
opposition sides had continued; 
however it was clear that the OGS 
had plenty left in the tank. 
 
“Q4 – All threats or hopes of a 
Hampton “comeback” (depending on 
whether you were for or against us) 
were diminished and then 
extinguished in the first ten minutes, 
with the OGS saving their best footy 
for last in front of an increasingly 
vocal crowd.” 
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 The Walking Billboard, Will Sharp advertises Bonds. And Foxtel.  (Contact the Old Geelong Football Club for his 
rates.) While the Face of Movember, Tom Betts, seems happy, even if it’s still only September. 
 
“The run and carry that had threatened all day completely opened the Hampton boys up. Having no 
answer for the speed, skill and pressure, Hampton were lucky enough to witness one of the best 
quarters of DIV 1 Reserves Football seen in years. 
 
“The midfield, led by Rupert De Crep, Gus Mac and Andy Leahy made short work of the 
overwhelmed Rovers, while Marcus Walkom, John Bailey and Jimmy Wright gave the Rovers 
forwards little to celebrate.” 
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Hampton       1.2-8 3.2-20 4.5-29 6.10-46 
Old Geelong 3.2-20 7.4-46 7.11-53 12.13-85 
 
Goals: T. Hope-Johnstone 3, T. Slattery 2,  
R. Kemp 2, R. Herd 2, S. Hughes 2, A. deFegely  
 
Best: A. Leahy, A. Macdonald, M. Walkom,  
R. Kemp, R. de Crespigny, L. Quirk 
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Tom Slattery kicks the sealer: to the not-inconsiderable delight of David Paton, Steen Balodis, Tom Betts (just), Nick 
Hardie Grant, David Andrew, Will Sharp, Xavier Shiels and Nick Waters. 

 
 
Perhaps it was just the very fast shutter 
speed, but we reckon James Wright is 
looking more than a tad flat-footed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
           Swan Lake: Act II, Scene III? 
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GAME 3 – GRAND FINAL  OGS v ORMOND  
 
“Pre-Game – Most of us had been 
through it all before, so we knew what 
to expect. The mood was fairly 
consistent throughout the group; 
nervous, at the same time just wanting 
to get out there and get stuck into it. 
 
“As we gathered around the imaginary 
cup and envisioned the feeling of the 
final siren sounding and being named 
Premiers for the second time in a row, it 
was clear that it was going to take a 
very, very good team to beat us. 
 
“Looking around the room, there was 
not one player who hadn’t earned their 
right for a flag. Sadly, there were a 
number of boys on the outer rim who 
also deserved that chance; the win was 
as much for them as it was for 
anything else.”          Rupert Kemp was to play a major part in OGS’ win 
 
Conditions fine. Slight breeze from the south. (Beaufort Force 2-3) 
 
“Q1 – It was clear from the first bounce that it was going to be a tough contest. The Ormond mid-
field had proved throughout the year that they were some of the best clearance players in the comp, 
meaning Gus Mac, Andy Leahy and Seb Hughes had their work cut out for them in the first 10 
minutes, but as they had done all finals series, the midfield held strong and helped the OGS go into 
the first break just ahead. After Ormond scored the first two goals, we then replied quickly after 
Tim Hope-Johnstone crumbed cleverly and then Kemp marked in front for another. A third for 
Ormond was soon matched by Leahy after a chip by Richard Herd, and OGS finished the term 
with a three-point lead. 

 
             Frank  x 2 – Messrs Dunell and Herd                         Words of Wisdom? Andrew Leahy does not look fully           
       convinced. 
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Q2 – The game remained tight for nearly 15 minutes, an early goal through Leahy answered 
moments later by Ormond. However late in the piece OGS’ run started to generate holes in the 

Ormond defence structure with goals in fairly quick succession to Leahy (again, as he put in a great 
quarter), Hope-Johnstone and Andy deFegely. (It could have been more when the Same deFegely 
marked 20 metres out straight in front on the siren, only to kick the first ever recorded French Cut in 
the history of Australian Rules Football, to barely register a behind.) Once again, the movement of 
the footy through the middle of the ground had made it extremely difficult for Ormond to defend as 
the OGS kicked four goals to one to take a 24-point half time lead. 
 
Half time: The message was clear – 
“we are on top of them, but they are 
going to come out hard, we need to 
withstand the pressure and hold our 
nerve.” 
 
“We all knew we had a lot left in the 
tank; it was just a matter of keeping 
the legs moving and running over the 
top of them. 
 
Q3 – Come out hard they did and the 
first ten minutes saw them boot three 
goals to come within six points, and 
only a couple of good defensive marks by Marcus Walkom and then David Wood, and two great 
smothers by Wright and Perry and then by Will Harris stopped it being closer. The bigger bodies 
of Ormond gave them plenty of drive out of the middle and their big forwards were starting to show 
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some form; however OGS steadied and held 
on grimly over the next ten or so minutes as 
the ball alternated between the wings and 
our half-back before a couple of rare 
forward moves (for behinds) showed some 
promise, and gave the backs some respite.   
 
And then finally a de Crespigny handball 
found Andy deFegely (the spell-check has 
had a meltdown) whose long snap cleared 
two men in the goal square and bounced 
straight ahead to give the OGS something 
of a buffer. Ormond still had won the 
quarter and must have considered 
themselves a real chance going into the final break just 15 points down. But the OGS weren’t 
finished for the day and would be kicking with a breeze perhaps worth a couple of goals. 

 
The buffer - 
 
 
 
at last 
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“Q4 – The Wolf Pack of ’83 would have been proud – survive and advance. We knew all year 
that we had the ability to be the best side in the competition, and in true champion style we saved 
our best footy for the year for the final quarter of the year. The backline held steady for the first five 
minutes as Ormond attempted to make their final run, but added only a point. From here, however, 
it was nearly all OGS, as we attacked repeatedly, yet only to see the scoreboard inch forward by just 
four more points. A coup-de-grace was badly needed, and perhaps it came when the next kick-out 
saw the ball heading towards one Ormond player and three OGS. Tom Slattery and Angus Perry 
spoiled the Ormond mark, and Seb Hughes who had been busy all day roved the falling ball to 
perfection, ran five and then drilled it from straight in front to put the OGS now four goals up.  

 
It was a big last 
quarter, with Al 
deFegely, George 
Mac and John 
Bailey getting 
plenty of the ball.  
 
The run and carry of 
Leahy, Hughes, 
Other Defeg; the 
forward pressure 
from Herd and 
Perry (kicking the 
absolute sealer a few 
minutes later); and 
Rupert Kemp 
contracting leather 
poisoning meant that 
the opposition were 
left without any 

answers in the final term.  
 
And OGS finishing the game 42 point winners!!! 
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Ormond 3.1-19 4.3-27 7.4-46 7.8-50 
Old Geelong 3.4-22 7.9-51 8.13-61 12.20-92 
 
Old Geelong 
Goals: A. Leahy 3, T. Hope-Johnstone 2, R. Kemp 2, Andrew deFegely 2, A. Perry, R. Herd,  
S. Hughes   
Best: R. Kemp, A. Leahy, A. Macdonald, L. Quirk, R. Herd, S. Hughes 
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Players to represent the Club in the Grand Final were: 
 
John Bailey, Harley Beaumont, Rupert de Crespigny, Brad Dettman, Al deFegley, Andrew 
DeFegley, Rich Herd, Tim Hope- Johnstone, Will Harris, Sebastian Hughes, Rupert Kemp, 
Andrew Leahy, Angus McDonald, George Macdonald, Matthew Morris, John Nelson, Angus 
Perry, Lachlan Quirk, Tom Slattery, Marcus Walkom, James Wright. 

 
 
 
 



 16 

To be continued – see Part 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


